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and said a few friendly words to them, and dismissed
them. They retired by the cabinet, weeping and cry-
ing very loudly, which caused people to believe out-
side that the King was dead; and, indeed, the rumour
spread to Paris, and even to the provinces.

Some time after the King requested the Duchesse
de Ventadour to bring the little Dauphin to him. He
made the child approach, and then said to him, before
Madame de Maintenon and the few privileged people
present, " My child, you are going to be a great king;
do not imitate me in the taste I have had for building,
or in that I have had for war; try, on the contrary,
to be at peace with your neighbours. Render to God
what you owe Him; recognise the obligations you
are under to Him; make Him honoured by your sub-
jects. Always follow good counsels; try to comfort
your people, which I unhappily have not done. Never
forget the obligation you owe to Madame de Venta-
dour. Madame (addressing her), let me embrace him
(and while embracing him), my dear child, I give you
my benediction with my whole heart."

As the little Prince was about to be taken off the
bed, the King redemanded him, embraced him again,
and raising hands and eyes to Heaven, blessed him
once more. This spectacle was extremely touching.

On Tuesday, the 27th of August, the King said to
Madame de Maintenon, that he had always heard, it
was hard to resolve to die; but that as for him, seeing
himself upon the point of death, he did not find this
resolution so difficult to form. She replied that it was
very hard when we had attachments to creatures,
hatred in our hearts, or restitutions to make. " Ah/'